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Please find attached our completed consultation response form commenting on the draft
National Development Framework.
Aardvark EM Ltd is a planning consultancy based in the south west of England long specialised in
successful renewable energy infrastructure delivery, and currently advising on a large number of
such projects in England and Wales.
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Furthermore, the requirement in the NDF policies for applicants to demonstrate that 
benefits have been “maximised” and adverse effects “minimised” is ambiguous, and 
no guidance is provided as to how the target for renewable energy projects to have 
at least an element of local ownership by 2020 is to be achieved. Both of these 
policy aspects run the risk of slowing down or preventing the delivery of urgently 
needed low carbon/renewable energy. 
 
To address the above we request the removal of Policies 10, 11 and 12 and their 
replacement with a single policy for low carbon/renewable energy that states: 
 

• A presumption in favour of granting all low carbon and renewable energy 
development; 

• A recognition of the urgent need for new low carbon and renewable energy 
capacity and no requirement for applicants to demonstrate need; 

• That substantial weight will be given to considerations of need in undertaking 
the planning balance of benefits and adverse impacts; 

• An acceptance that there will be associated landscape and visual change and 
applications will be approved if impacts are (or can be) made acceptable; 

• A presumption against development in National Parks and AONBs except in 
exceptional circumstances which must be robustly evidenced by applicants; 

• A requirement for applicants to demonstrate that the potential benefits of the 
project outweigh the potential adverse impact; and 

• The requirement for a decommissioning plan (that provides for the removal of 
all above ground infrastructure) to be provided no later than 12 months before 
permission expiry. 

 
This type of approach is consistent with that set out in the Energy National Policy 
Statements and also the National Planning Policy Framework (Feb 2019) and would 
work equally well in Wales. 
 
It is also considered important that the NDF provides the following clarification: 
 

• Confirmation that in the event of a conflict between the NDF and Strategic 
Development Plans and Local Development Plans, the NDF prevails in 
relation to decision making on DNS applications; 

• The primacy (or otherwise) of the NDF to Planning Policy for Wales; and 

• The nature of the NDFs relationship to the published National Policy 
Statements for Energy (EN-1) and Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3), 
which provide the overall national energy policy in England and Wales for 
delivering major energy infrastructure (+50MW). 

 

 

8. The Regions (policy 16) 

 

• To what extent do you agree or disagree with the principle of developing 
Strategic Development Plans prepared at a regional scale? 
 









 

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 

As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 

conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 

report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 

Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 

and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
No 
 
 
 

 

 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 

As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 

any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 

and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
No 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

14. Welsh Language 
 

We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 

Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 

treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
No opinion 
 
 
 

 

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 

changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15. Further comments 
 

• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
No 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation X 
 

 
   

 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




